VISUALLY IMPAIRED PROGRAM
In the following you will find information on the services provided to students who have a Vision Impairment.  This information was gathered to help anyone interested in better understanding the area of Low Vision and Blind Education and to pass along all the tools needed to request an evaluation. 

The ISBE defines Vision Impairment as an impairment in vision that, even with correction, adversely affects a child’s education performance. The term includes both partial sight and blindness. Vision services are provided by a Certified Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI). Vision services, whether direct or consultations, are a special education service. A student must have a diagnosed, qualifying eye condition to receive services. 
Please feel free to pass this information on to any staff members you feel would benefit from it and feel free contact us if you have any questions. 
Debra Quain 


Director of Special Education







Kathleen Arellano
Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI)
Jamie Mushrush
Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI)

What is Low Vision and Blindness?

The saying, “I’m blind without my contacts or glasses!” has been tossed around so much, that the true definition of Legally Blind is not very well known. The true definition of Legally Blind is to have reduced visual acuity, usually 20/70 or less in the better eye after best possible correction. As the second number in the 20/20 acuity scale gets higher, the worse a persons vision becomes.  If glasses, contacts, or surgery corrects the acuity to a measurement of better then 20/70, then the person is not considered Legally Blind.

Students with visual impairments are those who have disorders, in BOTH the structure within the ocular pathway AND function of the eye that with the best correction and medical treatment, interfere with learning.  These students would exhibit one or more of the following conditions:

· Reduced visual acuity, usually 20/70 or less in the better eye after best possible correction. 

· Restricted field of vision, to the degree that it affects the student’s ability to function academically. 

· Progressive and/or permanent eye conditions as noted by an eye specialist on an ocular report. 

· Temporary eye conditions such as post-operative retinal detachment where placement for a limited time is recommended. 

· Medically diagnosed Cortical Visual Impairment. 

How to Determine Eligibility:

In order to be eligible for the services for the visually impaired, a student must have a visual impairment that significantly impacts them educationally to the extent that he/she cannot develop his/her educational potential without special services and/or materials.

Eligibility for services is determined through the completion of the appropriate evaluation and eligibility staffing.

In order to determine eligibility for a visual impairment, the following must occur:
· A domain meeting is held and a Request for Services form must be filled out. (Insert link to request for services form here )
· Ocular information MUST be obtained prior to the assessment being completed. (insert link to ocular form here) Ocular information needs to be obtained by a parent or guardian. It is recommended that the child be seen by an Ophthalmologist or Optometrist for a full eye exam. Ocular reports need to be updated every three years according to the Illinois Instructional Materials Center. Please keep in mind this is a vital piece of information for the TVI and an assessment can not happen without it.  This is the biggest piece of the puzzle when trying to asses a child and find out how they are using their vision in their environment.  
· A Functional Vision Assessment (FVA) must be requested on the domain page. It will be completed by the Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI) upon receiving ocular information. 

· Parent consent is obtained.

The Domain form with signed parent consent, Request for Services form, and ocular form are then sent to the Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI) who completes the assessment. On the Domain Page the following must be written; Ocular Report, provided by Parents/Guardians and FVA, provided by Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI)
The Assessment Process:

There are three different types of assessments the KASEC Vision Staff can perform to evaluate a students needs:

· Functional Vision Assessment (FVA)
· A functional vision assessment measures how well a child uses vision to perform routine tasks in different places and with different materials throughout the day. The functional vision assessment “paints a picture” of how a child uses vision and what visual skills the child needs to develop further. - Dr. Irene L. Topor University of Arizona
· An FVA is performed the very first time the child is evaluated for vision services and if they are found eligible one will be performed each time they come up for their three year re-evaluation. 

· Learning Media Assessment (LMA)
· The LMA looks at what method the child learns best from: auditory, visually, and/or tactile.

· It is recommended that any child who is being considered as a possible Braille reader have a LMA done.

· Cortical Vision Impairment (CVI) Range Rating Scale
· CVI is an eye condition that effects the brain and visual pathways, rather then the eye and its structure. The CVI Rating Scale was developed to asses a child’s degree of CVI and help the TVI develop the best possible plan to meet the child’s needs. The CVI Range Rating Scale is done on children that have a medical diagnosis of CVI or when the traditional FVA is deemed an inappropriate assessment tool by the TVI.  
If at any point the team is unsure if a vision assessment is appropriate for a student, the best possible option is to talk to the parents and see if they are willing and able to have their child seen by on Ophthalmologist or Optometrist. Have the ocular report filled out and sent to the TVI, it can be reviewed and determined if further evaluation needs to be done.  

Orientation & Mobility:

Orientation and Mobility (O&M) helps a blind or visually impaired child know where he is in space and where he wants to go, as well as helps them be able to carry out a plan to get there.  O&M teaches skills such as sensory awareness, spatial concepts, searching skills, independent movement, sighted guide techniques, and cane skills.  In order to receive O&M, a child must first be evaluated by a Certified Orientation and Mobility Instructor.  The process is the same as listed above where a domain form is completed by the team. An ocular form and parent consent form are sent to the Director of Special Education. (The ocular form can be the same one provided to the TVI.) 
For information on how to contact an O&M Instructor please contact Debi Quain at 815-939-3651.
Vision Therapy:

Vision therapy is a program of visual activities designed to develop or improve visual skills and abilities.  It is essentially a type of physical therapy for the eyes and brain.  It is geared towards helping correct visual problems such as amblyopia, strabismus, and double vision, as well as some reading and learning disabilities.  A program of vision exercises is performed under doctor supervision to help patients develop or improve visual skills and abilities, improve visual comfort and efficiency, or change how a patient processes or interprets information.  Certified teachers of the visually impaired do not provide vision therapy.  Vision therapy must be prescribed and supervised by a doctor, most commonly an optometrist, who specializes in vision therapy.  Vision therapy should never be listed on the Individual Education Plan.  By stating that terminology on an I.E.P., you are committing the district to pay for vision therapy which is provided by a doctor.

